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*Afghan Cycles.   Gunpowder and Sky, 2018. kanopy.com 

Following a new generation of young Afghan women cyclists, AFGHAN CYCLES uses the bicycle to tell a story of women's rights - human rights - and the struggles faced by Afghan women on a daily basis, from discrimination to abuse, to the oppressive silencing of their voices in all aspects of contemporary society. These women ride despite cultural barriers, despite infrastructure, and despite death threats, embracing the power and freedom that comes with the sport.

Anita: Speaking Truth to Power   2013. kanopy.com 

Against a backdrop of sex, politics, and race, Anita reveals the intimate story of a woman who spoke truth to power. Directed by Academy Award-winning filmmaker Freida Mock, the film is both a celebration of Anita Hill's legacy and a rare glimpse into her private life with friends and family, many of whom were by her side that fateful day 22 years ago. Anita Hill courageously speaks openly and intimately for the first time about her experiences that led her to testify before the Senate and the obstacles she faced in simply telling the truth. She also candidly discusses what happened to her life and work in the 22 years since.

*Apache 8   Women Make Movies, 2011. kanopy.com

APACHE 8 is the story of the courageous all-female Apache 8 firefighting unit which has protected their reservation and responded to wildfires around the nation for 30 years. This group, which recently became co-ed, earned the reputation of being fierce, loyal and dependable-and tougher than their male colleagues. Despite facing gender stereotypes and the problems that come with life on the impoverished reservation, the women became known as some of the country's most elite firefighters. From director Sande Zeig and executive producer Heather Rae (CHEROKEE), APACHE 8 combines archival footage and present-day interviews. The film focuses on four women from different generations of Apache 8 crewmembers who speak tenderly and often humorously of hardship, loss, family, community and pride in being a firefighter. The women are separated from their families, face tribe initiation, and struggle to make a living in a community ravaged by unemployment and substance abuse. But while the women may have initially set out to try and earn a living in their economically challenged community, they quickly discover an inner strength and resilience that speaks to their traditions and beliefs as Native women.

*Body & Soul: Diana & Kathy   New Day Films, 2008. PN 1995.96 .W6 B63 2008

The story of the remarkable friendship between Diana Braun, who has Down Syndrome, and Kathy Conour, who has cerebral palsy. The two met over three decades ago, and have been roommates, friends, and partners in political activism ever since.

Casablanca Calling   Women Make Movies, 2014. PN 1995.97 .A7 U54cas 2014

Casablanca Calling highlights a quiet social revolution under way in Morocco, where 60% of the women have never attended school. For the first time, Moroccan women are trained and employed as official Muslim leaders, or morchidat. Charged with teaching an Islam based on tolerance, compassion and equity, they provide vital support and guidance to communities, especially to girls and women. At the film's heart are Hannane, Bouchra and Karima, three morchidat assigned to mosques in different parts of Morocco ... Offering unique access to a story we rarely see, this illuminating documentary demonstrates how women's empowerment through moderate Islam is transforming a nation.

Changing paths: Female circumcision in Mali    Fatush Productions, 2001. PN 1995.96 .S625 C42 2001

In Mali ninety-three percent of the women are circumcised. This tradition is deeply rooted in village society. Astan Diallo travels to several villages on her moped, talking to men and women about the health hazards of circumcision. After five years, Astan's hard work does bring results as old traditions make way for new ones.

The Child Brides   Films for the Humanities & Sciences, 2014. PN 1995.96 .S625 C445 2004

In many parts of Africa, Asia, and South America, young girls are often engaged by the age of eight, and leave their homes to join their husbands by twelve. In many cases, the younger the girl, the more her family receives in the form of a dowry. This program travels to the most rural and poverty-stricken regions of Ethiopia to expose the common practice of child brides and the consequences for the young girls who often give birth before they are out of childhood.

China's Lost Girls   NGHT, 2004. DVD. PN 1995.96 .C47 C449 2004

Host Lisa Ling examines the consequences of Chinaαs two-decade-old, one-child policy, as it is commonly called. To curb the countryαs exploding population, China limits most families to one child, or in certain circumstances, two children. Due to cultural, social and economic factors, traditional preference leans toward boys, so girls are often hidden, aborted or abandoned. As a result, tens of thousands of girls end up in orphanages across China.

*Chisholm ‘72: Unbought & Unbossed   Women Make Movies, 2004. kanopy.com

Recalling a watershed event in US politics, this **Peabody Award**-winning documentary takes an in-depth look at the 1972 presidential campaign of Shirley Chisholm, the first black woman elected to Congress and the first to seek nomination for the highest office in the land. Shunned by the political establishment and the media, this longtime champion of marginalized Americans asked for support from people of color, women, gays, and young people newly empowered to vote at the age of 18. Chisholm's bid for an equal place on the presidential dais generated strong, even racist opposition. Yet her challenge to the status quo and her message about exercising the right to vote struck many as progressive and positive.

Choice for a Chinese Woman: Enlightenment in a Buddhist Convent   Films for the Humanities & Sciences, 2003. PN 1995.96 .B55 C46 2003

Portrait of a Chinese teenager from a poor rural family who ran away to a Buddhist convent. The film examines life in the convent and the religious conventions and convictions of everyday people trained since the Maoist revolution to disdain religion. Follows the transformation of this young girl in her search for peace and enlightenment.

*Congo’s Women Warriors   Java Films, 2014. kanopy.com 

There hasn't been peace in the Congo for 20 years, the army and the various militias are locked in a constant battle over the country's precious mineral resources. The fighters on both sides have been profiled often but this documentary looks at a group often thought of as merely victims of the war; women. On both sides there are female combatants. Some are fighting for what they believe in, others because they have nowhere else to go and nothing to lose. Many of these women have never seen peace, they joined to replace fathers lost in battle and never looked back. Others have left a militia but are unable to return home so the army seems like the next best option. Who are these women and what motivates them? We meet those on both side to hear their stories.

*Crimes of Honour   First Run/Icarus Films, 1998. PN 1995.96 .W63 C75 1998

This is the story of women in Islamic culture who are killed by their male relatives because they are thought to have dishonored their families by engaging in unacceptable relationships with men or running away.

Daughter from Danang.   PBS Home Video, 2002. kanopy.com, PN 1995.96 .S625 D38 2004

In 1975, with the end of the war in Vietnam imminent, Mai Thi Kim, a poor, young Vietnamese woman sent her seven-year-old daughter to America as part of a controversial evacuation program known as Operation Babylift. Kim believed her daughter Hiep -- who was conceived during a brief love affair with an American Naval officer -- would be in danger in Vietnam. Hiep's journey took her to Pulaski, Tennessee, where she was adopted by a single woman and renamed Heidi, and became "101%" American. In 1997, Heidi decides to return to Vietnam in search of her mother. The film follows mother and daughter over the course of their one-week reunion, and in painful, difficult scenes, it becomes apparent that the cultural gulf between them is much larger than either imagined. It reveals how the trauma inflicted by the Vietnam War continues to haunt and harm those who survived it.

Destiny   Lobodocs, 2012. kanopy.com 

This visually stunning documentary tackles the path of a 21 century woman gypsy in Northern Spain. Overcoming poverty and prejudice, she graduated from the prestigious Salamanca University and became a social worker. It is a journey of empowerment, commitment and joy. From the microcosm of this young energetic woman, we approach issues that are paramount for human survival in the new millennium: tolerance, diversity, dignity, and an uplifting attitude towards life. 

Doméstica: Housemaids   Icarus Films, Portuguese. 2012. PN 1995.97 .P67 B73dom 2012

Housemaids are an integral part of the household in Brazil, and participate in the day-to-day life of the family. The employment of housemaids is almost obligatory among the middle and upper classes of the country. The vast majority of these housemaids are black women, who face high levels of inequality based on their gender, race and social class. Their role in the household raises important questions about public and private space, endurance and choice, and labor and family life.

Disruption   New Day Films, 2015. kanopy.com 

Disruption explores a groundbreaking initiative that seeks to eradicate poverty by empowering women on government assistance programs in Colombia, Peru and Brazil to "save their way out of poverty." The film interweaves women's testimonies to the transformative power of financial education with the story of Fundación Capital, a group of dynamic activist-economists that believes when you invest in women you change society. As women share how economic empowerment led to their growth as local political figures, entrepreneurs, and peer-educators, we follow the team at Fundación Capital while they strive to bring their successful grassroots model to millions more women across the region, collaborating with governments and big banks in order to do so. In a time when many of the world's problems seem intractable, the stories of the characters in Disruption show us how society can be transformed for the better through community-led change.

The Eagle Huntress    Sony Pictures Home Entertainment, 2017. PN 1995.97 .K3 U55eag 2016

Follows Aisholpan, a 13-year-old girl, as she trains to become the first female in twelve generations of her Kazakh family to become an eagle hunter, and rises to the pinnacle of a tradition that has been typically been handed down from father to son for centuries.

Eleanor Roosevelt   PBS, 2000. kanopy.com or aspresolver.com, PN 1995.96 .B55 E44 2006

For more than thirty years, Eleanor Roosevelt was America's most powerful woman. Drawing on interviews with her closest relatives, friends, and biographers, as well as rare home movie footage, the film reveals the hidden dimensions of one of the century's most influential women.

*The Execution of Wanda Jean   New Video Group, 2005. PN 1995.96 .B55 E94 2005

In 2001, Wanda Jean Allen was given a lethal injection by the state of Oklahoma, making her the first black woman to be executed in America in fifty years. Chronicles the methodical way the criminal justice system proceeds to execute Wanda Jean, a convicted murderess with a low IQ bordering on retardation. While pleas for clemency are exhausted, she faces her inevitable death.

Fashioning Women in Law   BYU Law School, 2002. PN 1995.98 .D6 F37 2002

Fashioning Women in Law frames the startling incongruence between women in cultural imagery and the supposedly empowered product of decades of women's liberation.

Feminism Inshallah   Women Make Films, 2014. kanopy.com

The struggle for Muslim women's emancipation is often portrayed stereotypically as a showdown between Western and Islamic values, but Arab feminism has existed for more than a century. This groundbreaking documentary recounts Arab feminism's largely unknown story, from its taboo-shattering birth in Egypt by feminist pioneers up through viral Internet campaigns by today's tech-savvy young activists during the Arab Spring. Moving from Tunisia to Egypt, Algeria, Morocco, Lebanon and Saudi Arabia, filmmaker and author Feriel Ben Mahmoud tracks the progress of Arab women in their long march to assert their full rights and achieve empowerment. Featuring previously unreleased archival footage and exclusive multigenerational interviews, Feminism Inshallah is an indispensable resource for Women's Studies, Global Feminism, Middle East and Islamic Studies.

*Feminista   Women Make Movies, 2017. PN 1995.96 .W6 F46 2017 DVD

 An exploratory journey highlighting the largely unrecognized yet hugely vibrant Pan European feminist movement that is very much alive today, from Turkey to Portugal, by the way of the Balkans, to Italy, Spain and Portugal.

*Fifty Years of Silence   2015. kanopy.com

Between 1929 and 1945 the Japanese Government, on advice from its military, forcibly removed thousands of young women and girls from their homes to provide sexual services as "comfort women" to the Japanese Army. 50 YEARS OF SILENCE is Jan Ruff-O-Herne's story. It spans five generations from a colonial life in Java, recorded on old home movies, through the war to a new start in England as a young bride and her migration, with her family, to Australia. It shows her extraordinary courage and dignity as she travels to Tokyo to give evidence at an international public hearing. After making headline news throughout the world, Jan continued to Holland to meet with other Dutch women who were similarly enslaved. Inspired by her example they too decided to make their stories public. This outstanding documentary tells Jan's story with grace and power and shows how a suburban grandmother changed recorded history and became an inspiration to others through her faith, courage and inner strength.

Finding Kukan   New Day Films, 2016. kanopy.com

KUKAN, a landmark color film that revealed the atrocities of World War II China to audiences around the world, was the first ever American feature documentary to receive an Academy Award in 1942 and was considered lost for decades. When filmmaker Robin Lung discovers a badly damaged film print of KUKAN, she pieces together the inspirational tale of the two renegades behind the making of it -- Chinese American playwright Li Ling-Ai and cameraman Rey Scott.. Through a dynamic mix of verite, archival, and re-enactment footage, FINDING KUKAN creates an unforgettable portrait of a female filmmaking pioneer, and sheds light on the long history of racial and gender discrimination behind the camera, which continues to reverberate in Hollywood today.. "Based on extensive historical research and beautifully crafted film making, FINDING KUKAN explores how race and gender shaped the lives of Chinese Americans in U.S. society with special attention to the entertainment industry. It also illuminates how individuals and cinematic creations can play powerful roles in shaping U.S.-China relations." Judy Wu, Professor & Chair, Department of Asian American Studies, University of California, Irvine.. "FINDING KUKAN demonstrates that re-discovering forgotten history can yield treasures as valuable as gold or jewels." Peter Wong, Beyond Chron. Winner: Audience Award, Feature Documentary, Los Angeles Asian Pacific Film Festival 2017 and Special Jury Award, Hawaii International Film Festival 2016

Four Women of Egypt   Women Make Movies, 1997. PN 1995.97 .F7 C36fou 1999

Four Egyptian women have the same goals--human dignity and social justice--but each adopts an approach radically different from the others. Muslim, Christian, Jewish or non-religious, their visions of society range from wanting a secular or socialist state to an Islamic one. These friends, deeply committed, argue openly, without ever breaking the bond that unites them.

*Frida Kahlo: Between Passion and Pain  Les Films du Village, 2010. PN 1995.96 .B55 F75 2010

Through extensive archive footage, interviews with friends, scholars, and critics, and featuring readings from her diaries, this film offers a portrait of 20th century Mexican artist and person Frida Kahlo. At twenty-two, she married the artist and muralist Diego Rivera, and they embarked on a stormy, passionate relationship that was to encompass and help define the 'surrealist' revolution. Hers was at once a grim life--torturous and tenuous--yet at the same time, sensuous, fascinating, and full of promise, a life of celebrity, politics, and fame. Drawing on the deep-rooted traditions of her culture, Frida created a whole universe composed of fragments of her inner "self" which has an extraordinary poetic and emotional force in its symbolism and naïve surrealism.

Full Circle    Documentary Educational Resources, 2014. kanopy.com

In the summer of 2001, under the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act, a totem pole in the Peabody Museum at Harvard University was returned to its original owners' ancestors, a Tlingit community in Southeast Alaska. The journey of the pole began a hundred years ago when it was removed by the Harriman Expedition from the deserted village of Gash at Cape Fox.

Gender Matters   Open University, 1993. PN 1995.96 .W6 G46 1998

Until recently, development planners and the societies they were trying to serve have ignored women and their experience. Suggests that traditional male domination of positions of power is the prime reason and explores the poor status of women in developing countries. Also looks at the prospect of change as more women become involved in developmental politics.

Girl rising    Ro*co Films Educational, 2013. byugle.lib.byu.edu, PN 1995.96 .W6 G57 2013

Nine unforgettable girls - striving beyond circumstance, pushing past limits - spotlighted in a film about the strength of the human spirit and the power of education to change the world. With stories by nine celebrated writers, voiced by nine renowned actresses ..., Girl Rising introduces Sokha, an orphan who rises from a Cambodian dump to become a star pupil; Suma, who writes music to endure forced servitude in Nepal; Ruksana, an Indian 'pavement-dweller' whose father sacrifices his own needs for her dreams; and six other heroines. The girls are unique, but the obstacles they face are ubiquitous. Like the 66 million girls in the world who dream of going to school, what they want most is to be students. Now, by sharing their personal journeys, they have become teachers.

Girl Trouble: Girls Tell Their Truth about the Juvenile Justice System   New Day Films, 2004. PN 1995.96 .J8 G57 2004

This documentary provides an intimate look at the compelling personal stories of three teenage girls entangled in San Francisco's juvenile justice system. These girls, and many like them, aren't just at-risk, they are in deep trouble. Bay Area filmmakers Lexi Leban and Lidia Szajko document the girls' remarkable successes and heartbreaking setbacks over a four-year period--their daily struggles with poverty, violence, public defenders and homelessness -- and expose a system that fails to end the cycle of incarceration.

*God Sleeps in Rwanda   2015. kanopy.com

Uncovering amazing stories of hope in the aftermath of the Rwandan genocide, Academy Award-Nominee God Sleeps in Rwanda captures the spirit of five courageous women as they rebuild their lives, redefine women's roles in Rwandan society and bring hope to a wounded nation. The 1994 Rwandan Genocide left the country nearly 70 percent female, handing Rwanda's women an extraordinary burden and an unprecedented opportunity. Girls are attending school in record numbers, and women now make up a large part of the country's leadership. Working with two cameras and no crew except for their translator""a genocide survivor herself""the filmmakers uncover incredible stories: an HIV-positive policewoman raising four children alone and attending night school to become a lawyer, a teenager who has become head of household for her four siblings, and a young woman orphaned in her teens who is now the top development official in her area. Heart-wrenching and inspiring, this powerful film is a brutal reminder of the consequences of the Rwandan tragedy, and a tribute to the strength and spirit of those who are moving forth.

*The Greatest Silence   Women Make Movies, 2007. kanopy.com

Winner of the Sundance Special Jury Prize in Documentary and the inspiration for a 2008 U.N. Resolution classifying rape as a weapon of war, this extraordinary film, shot in the war zones of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), shatters the silence that surrounds the use of sexual violence as a weapon of conflict.. Many tens of thousands of women and girls have been systematically kidnapped, raped, mutilated and tortured by soldiers from both foreign militias and the Congolese army. A survivor of gang rape herself, Emmy Award®-winning filmmaker Lisa F. Jackson travels through the DRC to understand what is happening and why.. Produced in association with HBO Documentary Films and the Fledgling Fund, this film features interviews with activists, peacekeepers, physicians, and even-chillingly-the indifferent rapists who are soldiers of the Congolese Army. Harrowing moments of the film come as dozens of survivors recount their stories with an honesty and immediacy that is pulverizing in its intimacy and detail, but this powerful film also provides inspiring examples of resiliency, resistance, courage and grace.

Great Unsung Women of Computing   Women Make Movies, 2016. kanopy.com

In the United States, women are vastly underrepresented in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) fields, holding under 25% of STEM jobs and a disproportionately low share of STEM undergraduate degrees. GREAT UNSUNG WOMEN OF COMPUTING is a series of three remarkable documentary films that show how women revolutionized the computing and Internet technology we use today, inspiring female students to believe that programming careers lie within their grasp.

Half the Sky   Docurama Films, 2012. PN 1995.96 .W63 H35 2012

Take an unforgettable journey with six actress/advocates and New York Times journalist Nicholas Kristof to meet some of the most courageous individuals of our time, who are doing extraordinary work to empower women and girls everywhere. These are stories of heartbreaking challenge, dramatic transformation and enduring hope. 

Helen Foster Snow: Witness to Revolution   Filmakers Library, 2001. aspresolver.com, PN 1995.96 .B55 H45 2010

Documents the life and work of Helen Foster Snow, an American writer, activist and humanitarian in China.

He Named Me Malala   20th Century Fox Home Entertainment, 2015. PN 1995.96 .B55 H4 2015

An intimate portrait of Malala Yousafzai, who was wounded when Taliban gunmen opened fire on her in Pakistan's Swat Valley. The shooting of the then fifteen-year-old teenager sparked international media outrage. An educational activist in Pakistan, Yousafzai has since emerged as a leading campaigner for the rights of children worldwide and in December 2014, became the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize Laureate.

Hidden Figures   Twentieth Century Fox Home Entertainment, 2017. PN 1995.9 .B55 H53 2017, PN 1995.9 .B55 H53 2017b

As the United States raced against Russia to put a man in space, NASA found untapped talent in a group of African-American female mathematicians that served as the brains behind one of the greatest operations in U.S. history. Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, and Katherine Johnson crossed all gender, race, and professional lines while their brilliance and desire to dream big, beyond anything ever accomplished before by the human race, firmly cemented them in U.S. history as true American heroes.

A History of Women’s Achievement in America   Ambrose Video, 2006. PN 1995.96 .U65 H57 2006 vol.1, vol. 2, vol. 3, vol. 4

The unique and independent American woman: adventurer ... pioneer ... poet ... mother ... educator ... artist ... freedom fighter. 'A history of women's achievement in America' examines the 400-year history of American women's inspiring accomplishments and victories. Without the American woman's pioneering fortitude, the early colonies at Jamestown and Plymouth Plantation, would not have survived. Since then, millions of America's pioneering women have continued to push the frontier ever forward. Destined to play an essential role in the shaping of the USA, the American women forged an identity unlike any before her. That identity found a voice as she contributed to America's wealth of talent in the arts and sciences. American women led the fight to end slavery, limit corporate power and provide education for all, as well as protect the poor, disenfranchised and mentally unstable. All the while, these unique American women fought tirelessly for their own equal rights in education, employment and politics including their right to vote.

I am a Girl.   Women Make Movies, 2013. kanopy.com 

There is a group of people in the world today who are more persecuted than anyone else, but they are not political or religious activists. They are girls. Being born a girl means you are more likely to be subjected to violence, disease, poverty and disadvantage than any other group on Earth. In I AM A GIRL, we meet 14-year-old Kimsey from Cambodia, forced to sell her virginity at 12; Aziza from Afghanistan, who will be shot if she goes to school; Breani, a teen living in a ghetto of NYC and dreaming of stardom; Katie from Australia, who is recovering from a suicide attempt; Habiba from Cameroon, betrothed to a man 20 years her senior; and Manu from Papua New Guinea, about to become a mother at 14 following her first sexual encounter. As they come of age in the way their culture dictates, we see remarkable heart-warming stories of resilience, bravery and humor. 

I Am Evidence.     Tugg, 2018. tugg.com, PN 1995.9 .C66 I2 2018

I am evidence exposes the shocking number of untested rape kits in the United States today. Despite the power of DNA to solve and prevent crimes, hundreds of thousands of kits containing potentially crucial DNA evidence languish untested in police evidence storage rooms across the country. Behind each of these kits lies an individual's unresolved sexual assault case. Produced by Mariska Hargitay, I am evidence follows stories of survivors who have waited years for their kits to be tested, as well as the law enforcement officials who are leading the charge to work through the backlog and pursue long-awaited justice in these cases. The film reveals the high cost of the lingering lassitude surrounding rape investigations in this country, and the positive effects of treating survivors with the respect they deserve and an opportunity for justice.

*Ida B. Wells: A Passion For Justice   California Newsreel, 2015. PN 1995.96 .B55 I32 2004

Chronicles the life of Ida B. Wells, an early Afro-American journalist and activist who protested lynchings, the treatment of Afro-American soldiers, and other forms of racism and injustice toward black Americans around the turn of the century. Her involvement in the women's suffrage movement is also described.

Invisible Children    Invisible Children, 2007. PN 1995.96 .A43 I58 2007

In Uganda's long-lasting civil war, many children have been abducted to be trained as child soldiers. This film documents the children's life and general social conditions in Uganda in 2003.

The Invisible War  Roco Films Educational, 2012. PN 1995.96 .R27 I58 2012

Casualties of war rage beyond the battlefield. As ranks of women in the American military swell, so do incidents of rape. An estimated 30 percent of servicewomen and at least 1 percent of servicemen are sexually assaulted during their enlistment, not by the enemy, but at the hands of fellow soldiers. With stark clarity and escalating revelations, The Invisible War exposes a rape epidemic in the armed forces, investigating the institutions that perpetuate it as well as its profound personal and social consequences.  

*Iron Jawed Angels   HBO Video, 2004. PN 1995.9 .U65 I76 2004

The dramatized story of Alice Paul and Lucy Burns, leaders of the suffragist women who fought for the passage of the 19th Amendment. They broke from the mainstream women's rights movement to create a more activist wing, daring to push the boundaries to secure women's voting rights in 1920.

Iron Ladies of Liberia    Women Make Movies, 2007. PN 1995.96 .W63 I76 2007

After fourteen years of civil war, Liberia is a nation ready for change. On January 16, 2006, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was inaugurated President, following a hotly contested election in which she won 59% of the vote. She is the first elected female head of state in Africa. Since taking office, she has appointed other women to leadership positions in all areas of government, including the Police Chief and the ministers of Justice, Commerce, Finance and Gender. Can the first female Liberian president, backed by other powerful women, bringing sustainable democracy and peace to such a devastated country? 

It Was a Wonderful Life    New Video Group, 2004. PN 1995.96 .W6 I89 2004

Meet Josephine, Reena, Marie, Jeanette, Lou, and Terry. These intelligent and articulate women once had secure, active and fulfilling lives. That is until one day when everything unraveled. Now living out of their cars or in cheap hotels, they exist entirely under the radar, too proud to go to shelter or to even receive public assistance.

It’s a Girl   Shadowline Films, 2012. PN 1995.96 .B55 I87 2012

In India and China, where sons are valued and daughters are burdens, millions of babies are killed, abandoned or selectively aborted, simply because they are girls. The result of longstanding traditions and governmental policies, this devaluation of females has led to rampant violence against women and a growing female "gendercide." The film tells the stories of abandoned and trafficked girls, of women who suffer extreme dowry-related violence, of brave mothers fighting to save their daughters' lives, and of other mothers who would kill for a son. Global experts and grassroots activists put the stories in context and advocate different paths towards change, while collectively lamenting the lack of any truly effective action against this injustice.

It's a Girl's World: A Documentary about Social Bullying   National Film Board of Canada, 2004. PN 1995.96 .C45 I87 2004

Examines the relationships among young girls. Through audio and video diaries, a disturbing picture emerges of how girls use friendships to hurt each other and win social power in the group. At the same time, their parents struggle through considerable denial and disbelief to accept and deal with the serious consequences of this behavior. Discusses a true story of a fourteen-year-old girl who committed suicide. Shatters the myth that social bullying among girls is an acceptable part of growing up.

I Was a Teenage Feminist   Women Make Films, 2008. kanopy.com, PN 1995.96 .W6 I93 2005

Armed with a video camera and an irreverent sense of humor, filmmaker Therese Shechter talks with feminist superstars, rowdy frat boys, liberated Cosmo girls and Radical Cheerleaders. Beginning as a quest to find out whether feminism can still be a source of personal and political power, this film ultimately redefines the F-word for a new generation.

*Josephine Baker: Black Diva in a White Man's World   2015. kanopy.com

A tender, revealing documentary about one of the most famous and popular performing artists of the 20th century. Her legendary banana belt dance created theatre history; her song "J'ai deux amours" became a classic, and her hymn. The film focuses on her life and work from a perspective that analyses images of Black people in popular culture. It portrays the artist in the mirror of European colonial cliches and presents her as a resistance fighter, an ambulance driver during WWII, and an outspoken activist against racial discrimination involved in the worldwide Black Consciousness movement of the 20th century.

Kamala and Raji   Documentary Educational Resources, 2014. kanopy.com 

Produced and directed by the makers of Dadi's Family, this film is about Kamala and Raji, two women of the working poor who live in Ahmedabad, the capital of the west Indian state of Gujarat. They share a common history since both have moved from a background of deprivation and political impotence to a measure of empowerment as representatives of a grassroots organization called SEWA, the Self Employed Women's Association.

Kau Faitoʻo: Traditional Healers of Tonga   Documentary Educational Resources, 2007. PN 1995.96 .E2 K38 2005

Shows the ancient traditional art form of healing, but tries to capture the essence of being a traditional healer in an ever changing environment. Traditional healers are shown collecting, preparing and administering herbal remedies that they have passed down from generation to generation. Healers discuss where, why and how they gained their knowledge and why they choose to carry on age old customs and practices despite the fact that Tonga is becoming a nation increasingly dependent on western medicine.

The Kidnapping of Ingrid Betancourt   Women Make Movies, 2003. PN 1995.96 .B55 K53 2003

In February 2002, in the midst of her controversial campaign for president, Senator Ingrid Betancourt was kidnapped by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and became one of the thousands of victims of Colombia's 40-year-old civil war. Her impassioned calls for an end to political corruption and Colombia's vicious civil war had made her a popular public figure, but a dangerous instigator to many within her country's political machine. Following the candidate up to the moments before her disappearance, this film continues to tell the story of her family's desperate and continuing quest to free her and keep her campaign alive.

*Killing Us Softly 3   Media Education Foundation, 1999. PN 1995.96 .S47 K55 2002

Social theorist Jean Kilbourne lectures on the portrayal of women in advertising, arguing that the artificial & stereotypical representations therein negatively affect women's psychological health.

*Killing Us Softly 4   Media Education Foundation Collection, 2016. kanopy.com, PN 1995.96 .S47 K55 2010

In this new, highly anticipated update of her pioneering Killing Us Softly series, the first in more than a decade, Jean Kilbourne takes a fresh look at how advertising traffics in distorted and destructive ideals of femininity. The film marshals a range of new print and television advertisements to lay bare a stunning pattern of damaging gender stereotypes - images and messages that too often reinforce unrealistic, and unhealthy, perceptions of beauty, perfection, and sexuality. By bringing Kilbourne's groundbreaking analysis up to date, Killing Us Softly 4 stands to challenge a new generation of students to take advertising seriously, and to think critically about popular culture and its relationship to sexism, eating disorders, and gender violence.

Las Mujeres de la Mina: Women of the Mine   EPF Media, Spanish. 2014. PN 1995.97 .S6 A74muj 2016

Provides an intimate portrait of three women that live and work at the mines of Cerro Rico in Potosi, Bolivia. At an altitude of over 15,000 feet, the Cerro Rico de Potosi mine is the world's largest silver deposit. The mines have existed since the middle of the 16th century. Known as "the mountain that eats men" historians believe that up to 8 million miners died in Cerro Rico since its beginning. The average life expectancy of the miners is 40 years. In this society it is the women whose lives are the most cursed, precarious and tenacious. Most are widows struggling to support their families. Women are not permitted in the mines, the males believe they bring bad luck, so they work outside the mines, hammering the rock on the side of the mountain. Women of the mine profiles three remarkable women and tells us their stories of struggle, resistance and courage. 

*Leaving Home.   New Day Films, 2011. kanopy.com 

Leaving home is what most of us do -- eventually. It's different for Renu. Will she fulfill her dreams of leaving her village home to become a teacher in the big city? Most of India's 1.2 billion people live in villages. This documentary is about one of these villages, 100 miles north of Delhi, with prime focus on Renu and her coming-of-age. Leaving Home is about rural life, castes, marriage, weddings, family, motherhood, fatherhood--and change. And, as it develops, it is a film about women's rights. As the film unfolds, many may be shocked by the restrictions on rights for teenage girls and women in the village. All of this is normal -- and is documented in our new film--as we see Renu's coming of age in a way of life that many in other cultures consider to be one step up from slavery. American anthropologist J. Michael Mahar has been intermittently living in the village for over a half-century. Our guide and colorful and revealing story teller, he has seen the village move from the 18th to the 20th century before his eyes. He arranged our unusual access to those we filmed. Nishu Varma, a journalist who is also our interpreter, talks with women with no men in hearing distance. Her revealing conversations about sex, abuse, dowry and other traditions has never before been in a film about India.

Living Positive: Women and AIDS   Filmakers Library, 2001. aspresolver.com 

Living Positive examines the lives of five HIV/AIDS diagnosed women from different ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds (African-American, Latino and Caucasian). What is unique about this film is that it highlights everyday women who just happened to fall into misfortune. It could happen to anyone.The film follows the women over the course of four years. It explores important life lessons about love, strength, empowerment and learning to have faith in oneself. It is about the women's fears, triumphs, families, respective ethnic communities and what life is like for them day to day.Through their stories we come to understand how they have grown from a place of fear to a place where they appreciate the beauty of life and strive to live each day fully. By the end, we learn how to prevent being infected with the HIV virus, what to do if one learns that he or she is infected, and how to live well in spite of it.

Made Over in America   First Run/Icarus Films, 2007. PN 1995.96 .B42 M32 2007
A thought-provoking picture of how the desire for a better self-image operates within consumer culture, and how this desire is fed by the media, the medical makeover industry and society at large.

Makers: Women Who Make America   PBS Distribution, 2013. PN 1995.96 .W63 M35 2013

Review the story of how women have helped shape America over the last fifty years through one of the most sweeping social revolutions in American history, in pursuit of their rights to a full and fair share of political power, economic opportunity, and personal autonomy.

*Makers: Women Who Make America (Season 1)   San Francisco, California, 2014. kanopy.com 

The first season of Makers tells the remarkable story of the most sweeping social revolution in American history, as women have asserted their rights to a full and fair share of political power, economic opportunity, and personal autonomy. It's a revolution that has unfolded in public and private, in courts and Congress, in the boardroom and the bedroom, changing not only what the world expects from women, but what women expect from themselves. The story is brought to life with priceless archival treasures and poignant, often funny interviews with those who led the fight, those who opposed it, and those first generations to benefit from its success.

*Makers: Women Who Make America (Season 2)   San Francisco, California, 2014. kanopy.com 

In the last half-century, women have fought their way into nearly every sphere of American life, from the battlefield to the comedy club, the soundstage to the Senate. Each documentary in this six-part series examines the impact of the women's movement on six fields once largely closed to women: business, space, Hollywood, comedy, war and politics. In each field, women have pried open, and profoundly reshaped, the central institutions of American life and culture. Through intimate interviews with trailblazing women known and unknown, viewers are given a rare glimpse-- sometimes funny, sometimes sad, and always candid-of what it was like to be pioneers in their fields.

Maquilapolis: City of Factories   California Newsreel, 2006. PN 1995.97 .S6 M49maq 2006

Explores the environmental devastation and urban chaos of Tijuana's assembly factories and the female laborers who have organized themselves for social action.

Mary Lou Williams: The lady who swings the band.   The Mary Lou Williams Project, 2015. kanopy.com 

She was ahead of her time, a genius. During an era when Jazz was the nation's popular music, Mary Lou Williams was one of its greatest innovators. As both a pianist and composer, she was a font of daring and creativity who helped shape the sound of 20th century America. And like the dynamic, turbulent nation in which she lived, Williams seemed to redefine herself with every passing decade. From child prodigy to "Boogie-Woogie Queen" to groundbreaking composer to mentoring some of the greatest musicians of all time, Mary Lou Williams never ceased to astound those who heard her play. But away from the piano, Williams was a woman in a "man's world," a black person in a "whites only" society, an ambitious artist who dared to be different, and who struggled against the imperatives of being a "star."

Maya Angelou: And Still I Rise   PBS, 2017. kanopy.com 

Distinctly referred to as "a redwood tree, with deep roots in American culture," Dr. Maya Angelou (April 4, 1928-May 28, 2014) led a prolific life. As a singer, dancer, activist, poet and writer, she inspired generations with lyrical modern African-American thought that pushed boundaries. Best known for her autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Random House), she gave people the freedom to think about their history in a way they never had before.. With unprecedented access, filmmakers Bob Hercules and Rita Coburn Whack trace Dr. Angelou's incredible journey, shedding light on the untold aspects of her life through never-before-seen footage, rare archival photographs and videos and her own words.

The Milky Way: Every Mother Has a Story   The Video Project, 2013. PN 1995.96 .E2 M55 2013

The U.S. has one of the lowest breastfeeding rates in the world, despite the fact it is the natural way to feed an infant. How did breastfeeding become the exception rather than the norm in America? And what would it take to restore this most natural act to its rightful place in society? The Milky Way follows two accomplished lactation specialists, pediatric nurses Jennifer Davidson and Chantal Molnar, on a journey to discover how pervasive formula marketing and the modern challenges of motherhood changed the perception of breastfeeding in America, and why in other countries breastfeeding remains the standard.

Miss America.   Women Make Movies, 2002. kanopy.com 

Tracking the country's oldest beauty contest-from its inception in 1921 as a local seaside pageant to its heyday as one of the country's most popular events-MISS AMERICA paints a vivid picture of an institution that has come to reveal much about a changing nation. The pageant is about commercialism and sexual politics, about big business and small towns. But beyond the symbolism lies a human story-at once moving, inspiring, infuriating, funny, and poignant.

Missing Women: Female Selective Abortion and Infanticide. Films for the Humanities and Sciences, 2006.  PN 1995.96 .S47 M57 2006
In India, Pakistan, and China, being born a girl can be an instant death sentence. This program--winner of the Albert Londres Prize, France's highest award for journalism--unflinchingly examines the cultural, economic, and political reasons for the systematic elimination of females in Asia and considers the implications of the dramatic demographic disruption that will likely occur as a result of this growing imbalance between the sexes. The use of amniocentesis and ultrasound scans to identify female fetuses for abortion is investigated, as are the practices of newborn abandonment and infanticide by a parent or a hired baby girl killer.

Miss Representation   2015. kanopy.com, PN 1995.96 .W63 M57 2011

Explores how mainstream media contributes to the under-representation of women in influential positions in America and challenges the media's limited and often disparaging portrayals of women, which makes it difficult for the average girl to see herself as powerful.

Mothers Courage: Thriving Survivors   Via le Monde, 2005. PN 1995.96 .W63 M68 2005
Looks at how the Rwandan women got back on their feet following the genocide of 1994 and faced up to the situation they were left with in its aftermath. At the heart of alternate portraits encountered through this journey, the lead story is that of Athanasie Mukarwego who, following her husband's assassination, began her fight to survive a three months long collective rape while her four children were being held in the next room.

Ms. Conceptions   Icarus Films, 2008. PN 1995.96 .F35 M72 2008

Examines the increasing numbers of single women in their mid to late thirties who are opting to have children outside of marriage through the process of artificial insemination. Focuses on three women who have, by choice, become single mothers and also Interviews other women who considered it and decided it wasn't for them. Also looks at the burgeoning sperm industry, from artificial insemination trade shows, to custom ordered sperm and the anonymous donors who are helping to create children they will never know.

*Nadia’s Journey   National Film Board of Canada, 2007. PN 1995.96 .S625 N33 2006

As a young woman, Nadia Zouaoui vowed that her suffering would not be in vain. When she was 19, her parents forced her into an arranged marriage with an Algerian man twice her age living in Montreal. He chose her based on a photograph. Years later, she returns to Kabylie, Algeria to see if things are any different. This is her journey into the patriarchal culture backed by strict Muslim tradition and the cruelty endured by so many girls and women held captive in their homes.

Naomi Wolf: The Beauty Myth    Into the Classroom Media, 2009. PN 1995.96 .B42 N36 2009

Naomi Wolf's definitive treatise on the relationship between "beauty" and identity. Wolf illustrates why the Beauty Myth has nothing to do with appearances--but instead channels female identity into an ever-narrowing sphere of consumption, competition, and anxiety.

The Nazi Officer’s Wife.    A&E Home Video, 2003. PN 1995.96 .N36 N39 2003

One Jewish woman's true story of surviving the Holocaust by marrying a Nazi officer. Narrated by Susan Sarandon, this documentary provides a unique perspective in its story of defiance and strength.

Of Mothers and Daughters  Film Ideas, 2012. PN 1995.96 .C47 O35 2012

Examines the lives of two elderly Chinese women living in a retirement home in a suburb of Canton whose experiences with separation from their families and health concerns are shared by many older persons in a rapidly changing China.

*One Woman, One Vote   PBS Home Video, 2005. PN 1995.96 .W63 O64 2005

Documents the 72-year struggle for women's suffrage which culminated in the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920. It illuminates the alliances, infighting, betrayals and defeats that paved the way for victory in the battle for women's right to vote. Historical footage is enhanced with vocal performances, and interviews with historians provide the viewer with both current and historical perspectives.

*An Ordinary Hero: The True Story of Joan Trumpauer Mulholland   Bridgestone Multimedia Group, 2013.   PN 1995.96 .B55 O73 2013

As a white girl growing up in the south, Joan Trumpauer Mulholland witnessed the ugly realities of segregation and racism firsthand and vowed to one day change it. By the time she was 19, she had already joined the Freedom Riders and participated in over three dozen sit-ins and protests. Now, over 50 years later, award-winning filmmaker Loki Mulholland captures his mother's story and learns about her courage and the role she played in changing American history.

*Ovarian Psycos   Women Make Movies, 2016. PN 1995.96 .W6 O93 2016 DVD

Riding at night through streets deemed dangerous in Eastside Los Angeles, the Ovarian Psycos use their bicycles to confront the violence in their lives. At the helm of the crew is founder Xela de la X, a single mother and poet M.C. dedicated to recruiting an unapologetic misfit crew of women of color. The film intimately chronicles Xela as she struggles to strike a balance between her activism and nine year old daughter Yoli; street artist Andi who is estranged from her family and journeys to become a leader within the crew; and bright eyed recruit Evie, who despite poverty, and the concerns of her protective Salvadoran mother, discovers a newfound confidence. The film Ovarian Psycos rides along with the Ovas, exploring the impact of the group's activism, born of feminist ideals, indigenous understanding and an urban/-hood mentality, on neighborhood women and communities as they confront injustice, racism, and violence, and take back their streets one ride at a time.

A Path Appears   2016. kanopy.com

A Path Appears, from the creative team behind the series Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide, follows Pulitzer Prize-winning journalists Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn and a group of dedicated actor/advocates to Colombia, Haiti, Kenya, and throughout the United States. They uncover the harshest forms of gender inequality, the devastating impact of poverty and the ripple effects that follow: including sex trafficking, teen-pregnancy, gender-based violence, child slavery and the effective solutions being forged to combat them. The three-part series will take viewers on a journey across the country, and across the globe, to drive home the universality of gender inequality and the roots of vulnerability. The series, produced by Show of Force, will lead audiences to a deeper understanding of these critical issues and the proven methods of bringing about change.

*Perfect 36: When Women Won the Vote   APT Worldwide, 2017. kanopy.com 

Of all the battles waged on Nashville's doorstep, the final throes for the passage of the 19th Amendment were among the most heated, controversial and colorful. In July of 1920, all eyes were on the Tennessee capital as anti- and pro-suffragists each fought for their vision of a socially evolving United States. PERFECT 36: WHEN WOMEN WON THE VOTE chronicles the dramatic vote to ratify this amendment, and the years of debate about women's suffrage that preceded it.

*Place of Rage   Women Make Movies, 1991. kanopy.com

This exuberant celebration of African American women and their achievements features interviews with Angela Davis, June Jordan and Alice Walker. Within the context of the civil rights, Black power and feminist movements, the trio reassess how women such as Rosa Parks and Fannie Lou Hamer revolutionized American society. A stirring chapter in African American history, highlighted by music from Prince, Janet Jackson, the Neville Brothers and the Staple Singers.

Rape in the Ranks   Filmakers Library, 2010. aspresolver.com 

This hard-hitting film is the first to cover the shocking story of sexual harassment and rape of American women soldiers. The Pentagon has acknowledged receiving 3,000 reports of sexual mistreatment in one year alone. These female soldiers were not attacked by the Afghan or Iraqi "enemy," but by colleagues in their own platoons and sometimes by their own superior officers. Each year the number of reported sexual assaults has skyrocketed but not the number of convictions: only 2% of accused rapists are ever court-martialed. The double traumas of sexual persecution and combat may be why a 2008 RAND study found that female veterans are suffering twice as much depression and post-traumatic stress disorder as their male counterparts.Very few women have been willing to speak out, but four women, all in their twenties, and their families decided to talk openly about their ordeals. Unable to stand the nightmarish daily rapes by her commander in Iraq, Suzanne refused to report back for mission and was subsequently court-martialed. Jessica was raped in the U.S. and Korea and left the service, yet hopes to return and bring her attackers to justice. Stephanie has come to regret never reporting her own rape, hence perpetuating the law of silence. Tina, who was raped in Iraq, supposedly "killed herself" although her mother claims she was murdered. This film recounts the story of their pain, revolt and uphill battle for justice.

*The Real Jane Austen   Films for the Humanities & Sciences, 2004. PN 1995.96 .A84 R43 2004

An extensive biographical and psychological profile of the author provides insight into what life was like for a woman in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Filmed at key locations, including Bath and Austen's later home in Chawton, the program also shatters the myth that she lived the elegant Regency life of one of her heroines.

*Séraphine   Music Box Films, French, 2010. PN 1995.97 .F7 F73ser 2010

 The true story of Séraphine Louis, a simple, devout housekeeper who in 1905, at the age of 41, began painting brilliantly colorful canvases. In 1912, a German art critic discovered her paintings while she was working as his maid. Tells the story of the relationship between the avant-garde dealer and the visionary cleaning lady, forging a testament to the mysteries of creativity and the resilience of one woman's spirit.

Shooting Women   Women Make Movies, 2009. PN 1995.96 .W63 S56 2009

This global documentary reveals camera women's struggles to survive the odds in Hollywood, Bollywood, Afghanistan, Canada, China, India, France, Japan, Mexico, the U.S. and other countries and explores their individual visions.

Sisters in Law.    Women Make Movies, 2005. kanopy.com, PN 1995.96 .J8 S57 2005

A documentary record of a courtroom in Kumba, Cameroon, where a female prosecutor and judge work to put an end to their community's tacit acceptance of child abuse, wife beating and rape.

*Slaying the Dragon   Asian Women United of California, 2011 PN 1995.96 .W6 S63 2011 DVD

Describes racial and gender stereotyping of Asian women in U.S. motion pictures as well as other filmic media, with "Reloaded" updating the original documentary by noting the effects of globalization and a changing population within the past 25 years. Includes interviews with actresses and other Asian American women who describe their experiences of such stereotyping. From the racist use of white actors to portray Asians in early Hollywood films - through the success of Anna May Wong's sinister dragon lady, to seductive Suzie Wong and the subservient '50's geisha girls, to the Asian American anchorwoman of today - these fascinating films show how images of exoticism and docility socially and psychologically impact Asian American women. "Reloaded" continues with looks at the past 25 years of representation of Asian and Asian American women in U.S. visual media - from blockbuster films and network television, to Asian American cinema and YouTube - to explore what's changed, what's been recycled, and what we can hope for in the future.

*Sonita   Women Make Movies, 2015. kanopy.com 

Two-time Sundance Film Festival award winner SONITA tells the inspiring story of Sonita Alizadeh, an 18-year-old Afghan refugee in Iran, who thinks of Michael Jackson and Rihanna as her spiritual parents and dreams of becoming a big-name rapper. For the time being, her only fans are the other teenage girls in a Tehran shelter. And her family has a very different future planned for her: as a bride she's worth $9,000. Iranian director Rokhsareh Ghaem Maghami poignantly shifts from observer to participant altering expectations, as Sonita's story unfolds in this personal and joyful portrait. An intimate portrait of creativity and womanhood, SONITA highlights the rarely seen intricacies and shifting contrasts of Iranian society through the lens of an artist who is defining the next generation.

*Souls of Black Girls.   Media Education Foundation, 2008. kanopy.com 

Filmmaker Daphne Valerius's award-winning documentary The Souls of Black Girls explores how media images of beauty undercut the self-esteem of African-American women. Valerius surveys the dominant white, light-skinned, and thin ideals of beauty that circulate in the culture, from fashion magazines to film and music video, and talks with African-American girls and women about how these images affect the way they see themselves. The film also features powerful commentary from rapper and activist Chuck D, actress Regina King and Jada Pinkett Smith, PBS news anchor Gwen Ifill, cultural critic Michaela Angela Davis, and others. Over the years, The Souls of Black Girls has screened at hundreds of universities and organizations around the country, and earned Valerius the Rising Female Filmmaker Award at the Harlem Int'l Film Festival. In 2015, it aired on ASPIRE TV in association with the White House Initiative on Educational Excellence for African Americans, earning Valerius a trip to the White House as an invited guest of First Lady Michelle Obama. 

Standing on My Sister’s Shoulders.    Sadoff Productions, 2002. kanopy.com, PN 1995.96 .N4 S73 2002

This documentary tells the story of the three Mississippi women in 1965, who walked into the US House of Representatives in Washington D.C.to seek their civil rights. These living legends give their firsthand testimony and capture a piece of history that is often overlooked in history books. Their achievements go beyond the cotton fields of Mississippi or even the coasts of America.

And Still I Rise   Women Make Movies, 2000. PN 1995.96 .W63 A53 2000

Prominent black women comment on the history and experiences of the African slave woman in white European society. Includes interviews with Caron Wheeler (singer), Buchi Emecheta (novelist), Stella Dadzie (writer) along with many others.

The Strength to Resist: Media’s Impact on Women and Girls.   Cambridge Documentary Films, 2005. PN 1995.96 .W6 S77 2005

A documentary about the fight against the toxic and degrading messages to women and girls that dominate the media. The film presents the leading authorities in the fields of psychology of women and girls, eating disorders, gender studies, violence against women, and media literacy -- and focuses their ideas on practical solutions and the best tactics for reclaiming our culture.

*Suffragette   Universal Studios Home Entertainment, 2016. PN 1995.9 .H5 S84 2016

 Inspired by true events, a moving drama exploring the passion and heartbreak of the women who risked everything in their fight for equality in early 20th century Britain. The story centers on Maud, a working wife and mother whose life is forever changed when she is secretly recruited to join the U.K.'s growing suffragette movement. Galvanized by the outlaw fugitive Emmeline Pankhurst, Maud becomes an activist for the cause alongside women from all walks of life.

*Taking Root: The Vision of Environmentalist Wangari Maathai   2016. kanopy.com 

Taking Root: The Vision of Wangari Maathai tells the inspiring story of the Green Belt Movement of Kenya and its founder Wangari Maathai, the first environmentalist and first African woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize. The U.S.- educated Professor Maathai discovered her life's work by reconnecting with the rural women with whom she had grown up. Their lives had become intolerable: they were walking longer distances for firewood, clean water was scarce, the soil was disappearing from their farms, and their children were suffering from malnutrition. Maathai thought to herself, "Well, why not plant trees?" She soon discovered that tree planting had a ripple effect of empowering change. Countering the devastating cultural effects of colonialism, Maathai began teaching communities about self-knowledge as a path to change and community action. The women worked successively against deforestation, poverty, ignorance, embedded economic interests, and violent political oppression. They became a national political force that helped to bring down Kenya's 24-year dictatorship. Through TV footage and chilling first person accounts, Taking Root documents the dramatic confrontations of the 1980s and '90s as the women of the Green Belt Movement confront human rights abuses and environmental degradation. Cinema verité footage of the tree nurseries and the women and children who tend them brings to life the confidence and joy of people working to improve their own lives on their terms. Taking Root captures a world-view in which nothing is perceived as impossible and presents an awe-inspiring profile of Maathai's unstoppable and courageous thirty-year journey to protect the environment, defend human rights, and promote democracy.

Talking 9 to 5: Women and Men in the Workplace.   Charthouse Learning, 1995. PN 1995.96 .S47 T34 1995

Discusses how understanding conversational gender differences in style can improve communication in the workplace.

Teenage Pregnancy and Adoption   Films for the Humanities & Sciences, 2008. PN 1995.96 .M63 T43 2008

ABC News goes to the Gladney Center for Adoption in Fort Worth, Texas and follows two pregnant teenagers, Erin and Brookanne, as they work through their decisions to have their babies adopted after childbirth.

Tunisian Women on Fight   2015. kanopy.com 

They are artists, activists, students or bloggers. More than a year ago, these women were the leading figures of the Tunisian revolution. However, the victory of the islamist party Ennahdha in the Constituent Assembly elections has changed the situation: these women who braved bullets from Ben Ali's regime, now see their tights and liberties jeopardized by the new regime. Since this investigation, the islamist Ennahdha left the government and Tunisia has approved a new Constitution, completing a two years drafting process and opening the way to a new democratic era. One of its main objectives is to set gender parity in elected institutions. This would represent a sort of victory to women "the heart of the revolution".

Unborn in the USA.    First Run/Icarus Films, 2007. PN 1995.96 .P6 U52 2007

Looks at the pro-life movement in the United States over the past 35 years, offering insight into both the religious and political ideologies of this social movement.

*VDay: Until the Violence Stops   New Video Group, 2005. PN 1995.96 .W63 V33 2004

Chronicles how Eve Ensler's hit Broadway solo show 'The Vagina Monologues' grew into V-Day, an international grassroots movement dedicated to stopping violence against women and girls. Has been widely recognized as "a celebration of women's sexuality and a condemnation of its violation" and praised as "frank, humorous and moving".

What a Girl Wants   Media Education Foundation, 2000. PN 1995.96 .C45 W43 2000

Eleven girls ages 8 to 16 and two classrooms of middle and high school students discuss their views on mass media and how it impacts their lives.

Who Does She Think She Is?   Mystic Artists Film Productions, 2009. PN 1995.96 .W6 W46 2009

In a half-changed world, women often feel they need to choose: mothering or working? Your children's well-being or your own? ... Featuring five fierce women who refuse to choose. Through their lives, we explore some of the most problematic intersections of our time: mothering and creativity, partnering and independence, economics and art.

Woman to Woman   Documentary Educational Resources, 2014. kanopy.com 

Woman to Woman is a story about natural childbirth as well as about the empowerment of women and their partners. And it is also a story about activism.

W. A. R.: Women Art Revolution    Zeitgeist Films, 2010. PN 1995.96 .A73 W36 2010

History of the feminist art movement in the late 20th century, including interviews with many of the participants.

*Women First and Foremost   Monterey Media, Incorporated, 1997. kanopy.com 

From the first published American author, to the pilots who flew during WWII, there lies an underlying pride that has allowed generations of women to achieve their deserved place at the forefront of history.

Women in the Arab World 3, Morocco: The Rights of Women   Filmakers Library, 1996. PN 
1995.97 .F7 M67wom 1998

Aicha Belarbi is professor of sociology at the University of Rabat. When Morocco won its independence from France in the 1960's the new constitution granted women equality, but in reality "family law" based on the Islamic code prevails to this day. Professor Belarbi teaches in the area of gender roles, child welfare, women and power and the modern Muslim woman but along with her progressive outlook, she believes strongly in the importance of traditional family ties of which her own close-knit family is an example.

Women of Change   Filmakers Library, 2000. aspresolver.com 

This powerful documentary profiles women who are at the center of a new global trend. They share a nothing-will-stand-in-my-way attitude and a vision for the future that leads them onto the world stage. They champion human rights which are often in conflict with the profit of multinational companies.We meet Canada's Josephine Grey and Mexico's Bertha Lujan who are leading an exciting social movement to help people out of poverty. Josephine Grey has brought world attention to the growing gap between rich and poor in Canada. Through her efforts a U.N. committee chastised the Canadian government for its treatment of the poor.Bertha Lujan leads an organization dedicated to protecting the rights of thousands of Mexican workers. They mobilize to improve conditions for workers in foreign owned factories across Mexico. Bertha's organization brought international attention to the case of Maria Delgado, who was fired after attempting to unionize her factory. Knowing that she has allies, Maria is now educating others to stand up for their rights. Women of Change is a testimony to the potential strength of "sisterhood" across borders.

Women of Islam: Veiling and Seclusion   Arab Film Distribution, 2004. PN 1995.96 .R4 W66 2004

 Director Farheen Umar travels throughout Pakistan, Iran, Turkey and the USA to talk with Muslim women and challenge the assumptions about the practice of wearing veils.

*Women of the Sand   Lobodocs, 2008. kanopy.com 

A breath-taking documentary about nomad women in the Sahara desert. Filmed in Mauritania, it follows the day-to-day activities of women, documenting their work, family and community life, expectations and emotions. Women of the Sand was filmed in cinema-verite style, with no narration. The non-intrusive camera allows the women to tell their stories in a candid and intimate way. The stunning photography captures the immensity of the desert and the giant sand dunes which have already covered ninety per cent of the country and threatening the very existence of the nomadic lifestyle..Women of the Sand is a tale of women's resilience and a poignant portrait of a vanishing way of life. The film is part of the permanent film collection of the Museum of Modern Art (MOMA), New York. 

Women World Leaders.    New Dimension Media, 2009. PN 1995.96 .W63 W66 2009

Profiles of 15 world women leaders; explores whether the experiences of women who came to power at that time bring us closer to answering the question: "If women ran the world, would it be any different?"

Wonder Women!: The Untold Story of American Superheroines   New Day Films, 2012. PN 1995.96 .W6 W66 2012

A nuanced critique of gender and heroism in popular culture as well as a powerful dose of Vitamin F(eminism) for the undernourished. From the birth of the 1940s comic book heroine, Wonder Woman, to the blockbusters of today, Wonder Women! looks at how popular representations of powerful women often reflect society's anxieties about strong and healthy women. Wonder Women! reveals the complicated negotiations girls and women face as they attempt to achieve confidence, strength, and agency in a society often at odds with those goals. Yet it also inspires through its evocative images, upbeat soundtrack, and richly contextualized history of American superheroines--including the everyday wonder women and action girls in our midst.

*3 Girls I Know   Media Library, 2004. PN 1995.96 .W6 T47 2004

Intimate stories about young women, teen sexuality, pregnancy and HIV/AIDS.

475: Break the Silence  San Francisco, California, 2015. kanopy.com 

In March 2012, Amina Fillali, a 16 year old girl from a small town in Morocco took her own life by swallowing rat poison after she married the man who raped her. Compelling young women-including minors-to marry their rapists is a practice that is not only socially legitimized but legally enshrined. In order to break the long silence on this issue, the young Moroccan female director decided the best method is to begin a simple project: to enable the survivors and Moroccan society to tell their stories firsthand.
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